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MEMORANDUM FOR *1"‘ PRESIDENT

Fursuant to youx directive, I birix “ui Senator Jol m' F. Kennedy
on Saturday, July 23, aund Scnator Lym‘.an B. Johnson on Thuraday,
July 28, at thelr raspective l'bdidbhcu.i. at Hya-miu Fort, Mousachusotts
and at the Johneson Ranch i Texas. Hach briefing coveved slightly
over two hours and tho candidates weve alonq: with g throubhout the
bzmxmu. :

! ‘.

The two briefings covered the same gencral subject matter)
naely, recent dovelopmonts in Sino~Soviet nolley; an analysis oi
wwiel strategic attack capablilities in missiles wnd loag-range horateras
and of Soviet nuclear tosting prioy to the morstoriua and tho backe
ground of the RB~47 incident. This was followed by duvelopments in
the Berlin situation, in Cuba aad the Congo and in other strategically
imapei v xmluainw the Middle East, Iran, the I‘org.m.au. Straits,.
and Cuorsuavnicr Clilngg also NATO problems dnd France and Algeria,

Both candidatés wora narticularly interested in developments
that might arigoe Curing the carapaiyn, particulariy with regard to
Berlin, Cuba, aucl the Conzo.

v .

Following the briefing on Scviet miscile daevelepments, Seaxtor
Kennody asked how we ourselves stood in the missile race, I replied
“that the Deofense Department was the competent auvthority on this ques«
tion and tho Sgnator remariked that he L.orcsd"to see Secrotary Gates
and also expressed a dosire to bave a talk with Secretavy Heriowr, I

said that I would mention this to you wlnch Ihe 2d the opportunity of

'domg at tho NSC Meoting on Monday, July 25,

Senatoxr Kennady also anked sny opinion as to the likelihood of |
an caxly attack on the Offshore Islands in the Taiwan Stralts and in~

quired about the present status of the Muclsar Test Conf¢rence, e
said he dosired to have another briefing when ho raturned to Wachington.
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Senator Johnson, in addition to his pasticular intercut in
Soviet missile developinent, zave pariicular atiention to devclope
ments {a the Carlbbean, including lMezico.

In reply to any inquiry a8 to whethor he expected to have any
Cmeetings of his Preparednces Subcommities when Congress roecone
vened, Scantor Johnson sald he did not think it was likely unleos tho
issuo of hmportant additional defensc expenditurces camo before the
Cengresa, |

 DBoth candidates made brief stitements to the press following
the briefings. Sonator Konnédy was informal, expresuving apprecic=
tion fox the bricfing. Senator J ohngon veud a shost statoment which
he showed to me before he read it. A copy i:;' appendad,

Raapactixﬂly’r YOUYs,,

LG

Allen W, Dulles
Diractoy
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(no pluace of issue, but it was issued at the LBJ Ranch, Johnson City,
Texas.) ' '
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Mz, Dulles and I huva had a frunk end freitful disens slon of
many of the key ivternstional problems facing America today.

Wo covered tho major trouble spots in the world and the latest
information availablo to oux intelligonce sources,

While this meecting was arrangegd ot the suggestloa of the
Prasident, it is uot a now cxperience for me. Mr, Dulles and T have
- had many prior discussions and meetings of a sirnjlox nature in relaiion
to iy responsibilitics as Senat ¢ Majority Leader and Chalrraan of the
Senate Aeronautical and Space Sciences Carmarittee, Naturally, this
Cinformation is of a highly clausified nature. 1 do not intend to go into
matiers which avxe pProperly the subject of security.

| ¢

Zut I think it should be wade crystal cleas to the masters of
the Cormmunist world that thero is no division in America when it
comaa {o the question of Comrnuaism, however vigorous the forthe
coraing campalgn may be and however sharp tha'language that may be
used from time to time, both partics aye absolutoly united in thelr
determined opposition to Comnmunism, : :

For that reason I believe thoze vriefings have a distinct value, -
They give us 2 common front of kaowledye upon which to draw and
they act a8 a symbol of the fact that in the United Stated, politlcal
activity is a method of salecting our loadership and not of tearing our
Country to piecos, '

: ' ¥ . '

' One thing is clear to 211 Ame ricans, simply from the cventg
of thae past weaks and months, that is the simple fact that nothing has
‘occurred to abato the Commmunist threat o the Peaco of the Free World,
or to give any justification for complaconcy e~ either by the Govern-
zent or by the American peopla, ' -

End
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